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Press Release, March 30, 2021 

 
A Digital-Hybrid Reunion with the Independent Performing Arts 
Community 
 
From May 25 to 30, 2021, the citywide Berlin Performing Arts Festival will present 
over 60 productions ranging across all genres of the independent performing arts. 
For one week, the sixth edition of the festival, which is organized by LAFT Berlin 
– Berlin State Association for the Independent Performing Arts e.V. each year, 
will showcase the diversity of the independent performing arts community with 
artistic work from the fields of performance, dance, music theater, figure and 
object theater, contemporary circus, children’s and youth theater and much 
more. Digital and hybrid formats, audio walks and open-air events invite the 
audience to explore the city and, in the light of the pandemic, have safe 
encounters in digital space. 
 
In Contributions from the Community, a vibrant independent performing arts 
community presents itself as it conquers new artistic spaces. With Introducing…, the 
festival offers selected newcomers a platform, while PAF Campus invites students at 
a variety of institutions of higher education in Berlin to discover works whose integral 
component is digital. The PAF & Friends Visit allows an exchange to be conducted 
with artists from six partner festivals from other German states and the European 
festival network Bridging the Scenes will also come together to discuss current 
questions regarding international mobility. With the Audio Tour of the Performance 
Venues and on PAF Radio, interested parties can immerse themselves deeply into 
the backgrounds of the independent performing arts community despite the 
pandemic. 
 
The opening of the week-long festival will be digitally transmitted live from 
Chamäleon Theater. Depending upon the state of the pandemic, an open-air festival 
garden is planned for guests and the audience in Circus Schatzinsel. Each day, 
selected events will be put on here as public viewings or as programming for visiting 
industry professionals.  
 
The heart of the festival is formed by Contributions from the Community, where a 
vital and solidary independent performing arts community presents itself as it 
discovers, tests out and conquers new artistic spaces. The tremendous diversity of 
the community is clearly evident in the submissions made by the independent 
performance venues together with the artists and groups. The spatial separation from 
the audience and the continuously streaming digital contact provoke other spaces for 
negotiation. Seldom has the collective body yearned so much for contact and touch. 
This yearning is reflected in the variability, vibrancy and fragility of a schedule of 
programming that asks: what does the space we live in look like? 
 
With Introducing…, the festival provides a platform for newcomers to Berlin’s 
independent performing arts community. Productions will be presented that work 
creatively with the conditions of the pandemic and find new artistic methods for 
safely bringing audience and artists into contact. Together with Ballhaus Ost, HAU 
Hebbel am Ufer, Sophiensæle and TD Berlin, selected productions will be presented, 
and artistic newcomers will be accompanied in their work with advice and 
exchanges. The selection made from the 94 applications will be announced in April 
2021.  
 
On the Audio Tour of the Performance Venues, interested members of the audience 
can become acquainted with the diverse locations of the independent performing 
arts community. The audio tour will give an impression of how it feels to work behind 
closed doors without an audience. The individual contributions that make up the tour 
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can be listened to directly on location at the performance venues, while walking 
between venues or online on the festival website. With PAF Radio, the festival offers 
exciting audio experiences each morning with reports, anecdotes and a preview of 
the coming day of the festival. 
 
Students from Bard College Berlin, the Free University of Berlin, the Inter-University 
Centre for Dance (HZT) Berlin, the Berlin University of Technology and the Berlin 
University of the Arts have the opportunity to explore the festival, its schedule of 
programming and the various performance venues of the independent performing 
arts community during PAF Campus. In doing so, the focus will be placed on projects 
that have made digitalism an explicit part of their aesthetic and in which the digital is 
an essential part of how the respective project functions. 
 
During PAF & Friends Visit, artists from the regions of the six partner festivals will be 
invited. Festival Friends is an initiative of the association of regional performing arts 
festivals, consisting of the Berlin Performing Arts Festival, 6 Tage frei (Stuttgart, 
Baden-Württemberg), Hauptsache Frei (Hamburg), RODEO (Munich), FAVORITEN 
(Dortmund, North Rhine-Westphalia) and IMPLANTIEREN (Frankfurt am Main, Rhein-
Main area). 
 
The European festival network Bridging the Scenes connects PAF in Berlin with the 
ACT Festival for Independent Theater in Sofia, the Malá Inventura festival in Prague 
and the Selected Works Festival in Copenhagen. The network meeting will be 
focused on questions of international mobility, the visibility of artists and attracting 
an audience. 
 
In the publication Andere Räume (Other Spaces), which will be available from the 
publisher Verlag Theater der Zeit beginning in mid-April, 33 of Berlin’s independent 
performing arts venues are profiled. With this, the editorial is making a first attempt 
to depict the independent spaces for the performing arts in all of their variety.  
 
All plans can be realized under all possible conditions that could be put in place to 
fight the pandemic, ranging from analog with changed protective measures to purely 
digital events as well as hybrids in between. After all, the form does not determine 
the content.  
 
All tickets will be sold by the performance venues. 
 
The complete schedule of programming as well as additional information will be 
available from the end of April or beginning of May 2021 at: 
www.performingarts-festival.de 
 
We are happy to coordinate interviews and background discussions with: 
 
Leoni Grützmacher, Anne Hirth, Nora Wagner 
PAF Festival Team 
 
Janina Benduski  
LAFT Program Director 
 
The Berlin Performing Arts Festival is organized by LAFT Berlin and is funded by the 
State of Berlin, Senate Department for Culture and Europe. The 2021 PAF Campus 
program is financed by the #TakePart program of Fonds Darstellende Künste using 
funds provided by the German Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and 
the Media.  FESTIVALFRIENDS is made possible by the program »Verbindungen 
fördern (Promoting Connections)« of the German Federal Association of the 
Independent Performing Arts using funds provided by the German Federal 
Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media.
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Berlin Performing Arts Festival 2021  
Excerpt fromContributions from the Community (Status from March 24, 2021) 
 
 
800A Bar & Cabaret 
The Richard P Dick 
Van Johnson Show 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Ackerstadtpalast 
FrauVonDa // c/o 
Lotte Greschik 
 
ACUD Theater 
Claudia Marks, 
Marie Philipp, Frans 
Willems, Winfried 
Goos, Wicke 
Naujoks  
 
Johanna 
Kasperowitsch und 
Evgenia 
Chetvertkova 
 
Miriam Flick & 
Jannis Eggelmann 
(Open Air) 
 
Daniela Marcozzi 
Franziska Doffin & 
Dakota Comín 
 
Alte Münze 
Ivar Thomas Van Urk 
 
Ballhaus Ost 
Alisa Tretau, Theresa 
Reiwer, Anne 
Brammen & Kenji 
Tanaka 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Club Real 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Oliver Zahn 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Toni Jessen, Wieland 
Schönfelder, Daniel 
Schrader  
 
vorschlag:hammer 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
 

Berliner Ringtheater 
Residenz showing 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Berliner Schule für 
Schauspiel 
Anoush Azizi 
 
BHR OX bauhaus 
reuse 
Butterfly Projekt 
(Open Air) 
 
Nolundi Tschudi 
 
Brotfabrik Glashaus 
Ludmila Skripkina/ 
Johannes Voekel / 
Maaike von Langen 
 
Nils Foerster  
 
Nils Foerster/Tobias 
Wollschläger 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Theater ohne Probe 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Bühnen im Haus der 
Statistik 
Anna Weißenfels, 
Frank Fiedler / 
Gruppe 
„[TERPSICHORE]“  
 
Dramatische 
Republik  
 
NIE THEATER  
 
Centre Français de 
Berlin 
Martin Clausen und 
Kollegen 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Caroline Creutzburg 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Eva Meyer-Keller & 
Sara Wendt 
(digital/hybrid) 

Chamäleon Theater 
Circo Aereo 
 
Circus Schatzinsel 
Junges Ensemble 
Circus Schatzinsel 
(Open Air) 
 
Liz Williams (Open 
Air) 
 
CORDILLERA - 
Raum für Körper 
und Utopien 
Die Körpergemein-
schaft - freies, 
interdisziplinär 
arbeitendes 
Künstler:innen-
Netzwerk  
 
DISTEL Kabarett-
Theater 
Schurkenkollektiv 
 
DOCK11 
Tatiana Mejia  
 
Floating University 
Katherine Ball, Mia 
Drobec, Luka Agres, 
Sara Bauchmuller, 
ArturoBautista, Laura 
Ravn, Kenta Naoi, 
Jules Kuehner, 
Stefané Peeps(tbc), 
Jana Korb (tbc) 
Florian Graul (tbc) 
 
Galerie im Turm 
VIVIANA DRUGA 
 
Galli Theater Berlin 
Galli Theater 
Ensemble 
Sina Haarmann  
 
gr_und (Wedding) 
ACAP / as Clo as 
possible 
 
 

HAU Hebbel am 
Ufer 
Jasmin İhraç 
Ricardo de Paula 
Houseclub 
 
FELD Zentrale für 
junge Performance 
Jakob & Schleiff  / 
feelings.mem 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Jugendtheaterwerk
statt Spandau 
Diverse (Open Air) 
 
Kattegat 
Vincenzo Fiore 
Marrese  
 
Mensch Meier 
Chapeau Club (Open 
Air) 
 
MoBe Moving Poets 
Berlin 
interconnection 
berlin (Open Air) 
 
panke.gallery - 
Verein für 
künstlerisch- 
kulturelle Bildung 
Renee Carmichael, 
Joana Chicau 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
PAUL Studios Berlin 
i | n | t | o 
dancecompany - 
Jana Vos | Leonie 
Naomi Baur 
 
Joséphine Auffray & 
Sara Maurizi 
 
Prinzessinengärten 
Highnoosushki 
(Open Air) 
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Pulszeit 
Another Happy Hour 
Ensemble 
 
Vanden-Branden, 
Mühlig, Petzer, 
Hertling, Bellali, 
Leonard, Gumlich 
 
Refo Moabit 
Danilo Andrés 
(Choreographer) 
Rheremita Cera, 
CaryShiu, Evgenia 
Chetvertkova, Tarlie 
Lumby, Roc 
Gottschalk delPozo, 
Marcell Proske 
(Performers) 
 
Julia Krawczynski &  
Leander Dörr 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Roana Salome 
Falkenberg & Susi 
Rosenbohm 
Mumpitz AG  
 
Rummels Bucht 
SNT / Anne Inken 
Bickert und Benjamin 
Eggers-Domsky 
(Open Air) 
 
SOL´` AIR 
COMPANY 
SOL´` AIR 
COMPANY (Open 
Air) 
 
Sophiensæle 
Hannsjana  
 
Joana Tischkau 
 
Spreehalle Berlin 
Mirko Borscht 
 
Tatwerk 
Laia RiCa 
 
TD Berlin 
Frauen und Fiktion 
Barletti / Waas 
 

Theater Expedition 
Metropolis 
OhOK –Britt Davis & 
Whitney Casal. 
Guest Artists: Sofi 
Seta & Anna Rose  
 
Theater o.N. 
Theater o.N. & 
Nasheeka Nedsreal, 
Andreas Pichler, 
Bernd Sikora 
 
Theater Strahl 
Kooperation Theater 
Strahl & 
performing:group 
(Open Air) 
 
Theater Thikwa  
Theater Thikwa 
 
Theater unterm 
Dach 
Amina Gusner  
 
Theater 
verlängertes 
Wohnzimmer 
Marco Aulbach, 
Jingyun Li, Therese 
Banzhaf  
 
Transit-Theater-
Berlin 
Transit-Theater-
Berlin 
 
Vaganten Bühne 
Berlin 
Agglo Nord 
 
calder / dür / georgi 
/ theissen 
 
vaganten / monsoon 
(digital/hybrid) 
 
Village.Berlin 
Tchivett 
 
Tsuki Dance 
Company 
 
 
 

Öffentlicher 
Raum/Site Specific 
____gemelos2000 & 
____gemelos2000 
/performance 
 
AMALGAM Kollektiv 
 
Coll Coll 
 
Dani Miranda & 
Gabriela Cordovez 
 
Daniel Drabek 
 
Elisabeth Lehmann 
 
Kim Lotte Stöber, 
Lara Kruse, Iona 
Buchanan, Fiona 
Wiedemann 
 
Hugo Peña Lagos 
 
korb + stiefel 
 
Laura Carvalho 
 
Luftmensch 
Collective 
 
LYRIDEN*21 
 
Macromatter / Robin 
Leveroos 
 
Marcozzi 
Contemporay 
Theater 
 
Marina Ahmad 
 
Marius Zoschke / 
Marie Pooth / Felix J. 
Mohr  
 
Matthias Schönijahn 
 
Nicol Rivera 
 
Novoflot 
 
Performance 
crossings 
Residenzprojekt 
Piel Ensemble 
 

Sabine 
Bremer, Ini Dill/ die 
elektroschuhe 
 
Thesmophoria 
Theatre Collective 
Digital/hybrid 
Alexandra Viteri 
Arturo 
 
BORGTHEATER 
 
Derya Durmaz 
 
Jazmín Ra / Karne 
Kunst 
 
Papillons 
Ren Saibara & 
Haruka Tomatsu  
 
Spinner und Weber 
Collective 
 
 


